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COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA) 
CITY OF HOMESTEAD 

LANDSCAPE GRANT PROGRAM 
 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of the Landscape Grant Program is to assist Low and Moderate Income, single-
family residents with the financial assistance needed to enhance the street visible appearance 
of their property. The City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) is making 
available to residents up to $5,000 to assist in the installation or improvement of their 
landscaping. The program will not reimburse an owner for work previously done, already 
underway, or work with a current permit. Grant funding is available on a “first come, first 
qualified, first served” basis and reimbursed as work is completed. Landscapes Grants require 
no matching funds and do not need to be paid back. All improvements must comply with the 
City of Homestead’s Landscape Code and must be maintained in accordance with the City’s 
landscaping maintenance standards. This program is only for residents within the CRA 
boundaries. 
 
Eligible expenses include: 
 
 Purchasing of plants, palms and trees (excluding seasonal plants) 
 Purchasing of landscape materials 
 Asphalt removal 
 Irrigation system and installation 
 Dumpster enclosures 
 Installation of trash receptacles 

 
Ineligible expenses include: 
 
 Sculptures/ Statues 
 Fountains 
 Any luxury item  

 
The CRA reserves the right and may require an inspection by the City Building Official or other 
CRA contracted specialist to confirm that the proposed landscape comply with City’s codes.  
 
 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Qualification of applicants is determined by program staff according to the following guidelines. 
 
General Eligibility Requirements: 
 
 Applicants must reside within the Homestead CRA boundaries. 
 If the applicant is not the property owner, the application must include an approval from 

the owner of the property. 
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 Only one
 The applicant 

 property under the same owner will qualify for the grant. 
must

 All applications are to be submitted by registered mail, common carrier or hand delivered 
to the City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency staff or designee and a 
receipt provided by the City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency staff or 
designee, located at: 

 attend a horticulture/gardening class organized by the Community 
Redevelopment Agency. 

  
 790 N. Homestead Blvd.  or 212 NW 1ST Avenue 
 Homestead, FL 33030  Homestead, FL 33030 
 (305) 224-4480    (305) 224-4480 
  

 Applicant shall obtain, read, and understand all aspects of the Grant Program and 
execute the Grant Agreement. 

 All work must be performed by a licensed contractor who must obtain all necessary 
building permits from the City of Homestead Building Department. Applicants must meet 
with the City’s Planning Department to ensure all landscape work comply with City code 
and design guidelines. Cost of permitting cannot be part of the grant funding. 

 Applicants must have gross annual incomes at or below the applicable income limits 
established by the FY 2011 Miami-Dade Housing Department (Page 3). 

 The subject property taxes must be current. 
 Standard property insurance must be maintained on the property. The property owner 

shall maintain the required insurance coverage during the entire term of the forgivable 
loan lien (two years from completion). 

 Mortgage payments on the property must be current. 
 Grantees of either program are subject to a two year lien on their property after 

completion of work and payment is made from the CRA. If the amount of the project is 
not significant, the CRA will use its discretion to determine whether or not a lien is placed 
on a property. If a grantee sells their property within the two year lien period they will be 
required to payback funds disbursed on a prorated basis. 

 All projects and improvements must comply with design guidelines as adopted by the 
Homestead CRA and the City of Homestead. 

 The minimum requested amount for the grant is $500. Projects must commence after 
applying and receiving an award. Any work underway or material previously purchased 
will not be funded

 The property shall not have an outstanding City of Homestead or any other lien 
against it. In the event that the property has an outstanding lien against it, the grant 
will not be awarded until the lien is satisfied.  

. 

 Applicants will need to be approved by the CRA Staff and/or Grant Committee prior to 
beginning their projects in order to be funded. 

 It is not the intent of the Community Redevelopment Agency to engage in any 
rehabilitation activity that requires vacating property. 

 The Grant Program shall be available to anyone meeting the eligibility requirements, and 
no one shall be denied the benefits of said program because of race, color, national 
origin, or sex. 
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Grant Eligibility Requirements (Income Eligibility) 
 
To become eligible for the Landscape Grant, the applicant must reside in a household which 
does not exceed 80% of the area median income as reflected in the chart below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CRA VERIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 
CRA staff will verify the following information through homeowner certification and/or a third-
party source. Verification or certification of income and assets will be required to determine 
eligibility in both programs. The following original documents will be required for all applicants: 
 
 Drivers License or valid picture identification 
 Last two years’ income tax return (1040 form with W2’s for all household members) 
 Any person over 18 years of age who is not income earning shall execute a 

notarized no- income statement 
 One of the following: 

 Last 3 paycheck stubs (if working) 
 Proof of child support or Alimony (if applicable) 
 Proof of retirement or other income (if applicable) 

 Declaration of Property Insurance (liability, flood and windstorm) 
 Color photos of existing site or Project area 
 Copy of code violation notices, if applicable 

Income Limits for Fiscal Year 2011* 
(Effective 5/31/2011) 

Family Size Extremely Low 
(30% of Median) 

Very Low 
(50% of Median) 

Low 
(80% of Median) 

1 $14,500 $24,150 $38,650 

2 $16,600 $27,600 $44,200 

3 $18,650 $31,050 $49,700 

4 $20,700 $34,500 $55,200 

5 $22,400 $37,300 $59,650 

6 $24,050 $40,050 $64,050 

7 $25,700 $42,800 $68,450 

8 $27,350 $45,550 $72,900 

*Miami-Dade Public Housing Department 
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PROGRAM PROCEDURES 
 
All applications will be reviewed by CRA Staff to determine completeness and income eligibility. 
 

1. Applicants must complete the application and return it to the City of Homestead CRA 
along with all the necessary documents. 
 

2. Applications will be reviewed by CRA Staff and/or Grant Committee. Applicants will be 
notified within 30 days regarding their eligibility to participate in the program. A minimum 
of two (3) quotes for all work from licensed contractors must be submitted. The quotes 
will be reviewed for reasonableness and consistency. The CRA reserves the right and 
may require an inspection by the City Building Official to confirm that the proposed 
landscape comply with City’s codes. 
 

3. Once the application has been approved a “Notification of Award of Grant” will be sent to 
the applicant. The CRA will make all efforts to qualify local vendors for this purpose. 
 

4. Staff will contact at least three (3) of the contractors approved by the CRA and will 
request quotes for the work to be done.   
 

5. Once the quotes are approved by the CRA, staff will notify the contractor and work may 
commence. All contractors must have a valid contractor’s license and proper insured, and 
must obtain all necessary permits (when required). 
 

6. When the approved work is completed, the applicant must contact CRA Staff and confirm 
that all work is completed and satisfactory and submit all invoices and copies of final 
building inspections (when required) to the CRA office.  
 

7. Upon receipt of the required paperwork, the CRA Staff will perform a “verification 
inspection” to ascertain if all work has been completed. All landscape work must be 
completed within six months after the “Notification of Award of Grant” is received. 
 

8. After the inspection the funds will be paid directly to the contractors. Checks 
will not be released until all necessary paperwork is turned in. The CRA will only 
pay for the work that was approved. 
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APPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER OBLIGATION FOR THE LANDSCAPE GRANT 
 
It is the goal of the Program to ensure that all work is completed in the highest quality and in a 
professional workmanlike manner and to ensure resident satisfaction to the highest extent 
possible, while ensuring effective and efficient administration and use of staff time. It is the 
applicants’ responsibility to ensure all paperwork to the CRA is prepared and completed in a 
timely manner. If an applicant has difficulty with any requirements of the application, CRA staff 
will guide them through the process. 
 
A. Upon completion of the proposed landscape work and execution of the proper 

paperwork, the CRA reserves the right to place a lien against the property for the full 
value of the CRA’s contribution to the project, as stated in the contract, executed by all 
parties. The lien will be in force for two years after the work is completed. The lien will 
also require that the landscape work is maintained for two years after completion. 
 

B. The amount of the loan shall be forgiven over the two-year period. Should the property 
change ownership through sale during that period of time, the applicant will reimburse 
the CRA, the complete amount of the loan at zero percent interest. During the term of 
the forgivable loan, the property owner agrees to notify the CRA, in writing, within ten 
calendar days of a change in the ownership or foreclosure of the property. 
 

C. Should the property change ownership through inheritance, the heirs will be responsible 
for clearing the lien by retaining ownership through the remainder of the two-year period 
or by making reimbursement to the CRA of the loan at zero percent interest. 
 

D.  If the property is sold, transferred or assigned, other than through inheritance 
referenced in Item C above, the amount of the forgivable loan due and payable to the 
City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency Residential Improvement Grant 
Program must be satisfied by the original owner. 
 

 
MAINTENANCE 

 
The applicant agrees to maintain the project and property in accordance with commonly-
accepted industry standards for the life of the project. The applicant shall keep and maintain the 
residence exterior. The applicant/property owner shall use all reasonable efforts to prevent 
damage to the project. 
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COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA) 
CITY OF HOMESTEAD 

LANDSCAPE GRANT PROGRAM 
 

GRANT APPLICATION 
 

 
        Date: _______________________ 

 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 

 
Name/s of Applicant/s: ______________________________________________________  
 
Location of Property: ________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number: ______________________ Cell Phone Number: ____________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________________  
 
Total Household Income (must be verified) $_________________  
 
How many members in your household? __________  
 
Please list their names, ages and relationship to applicant:  
 
Name: _________________________ Age: _____ Relationship: ___________________  
 
Name: _________________________ Age: _____ Relationship: ___________________  
 
Name: _________________________ Age: _____ Relationship: ___________________ 
 
Name: _________________________ Age: _____ Relationship: ___________________  
 
Name: _________________________ Age: _____ Relationship: ___________________  

 
PROPERTY INFORMATION 

 
Property Folio Number: _________________________________________  
 
Is the Property Homesteaded? Yes ___ No ___  
 
Are there code violations on the property? Yes ___ No ___  
 
Explain: __________________________________________________________________ 
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Description of the Work to be done:  
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CERTIFICATION AND WAIVER OF PRIVACY:  
 
The applicant(s) certify that all information presented in this application, and all of the 
information furnished in support of the application, is given for the purpose of obtaining a grant 
under the City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency Landscape Grant Program 
and it is true and complete to the best of the applicant(s) knowledge and belief. The applicant(s) 
further certifies that he/she is aware of the fact that he/she can be penalized by fine and/or 
imprisonment for making false statements or presenting false information.  
 
I hereby waive my rights under the privacy and confidentiality provision act, and give my 
consent to the City of Homestead Community Redevelopment Agency Residential Grant 
Programs, its agents and contractors to examine any confidential information given herein. I 
further grant permission, and authorize any bank, employer or other public or private agency to 
disclose information deemed necessary to complete this application.  
 
 
Applicant:      Applicant:  
 
______________________________   ______________________________  
Signature       Signature  
 
_____________________________   ______________________________  
Print Name      Print Name  
 
Date: _________________________  Date: _________________________  
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CERTIFICATION BY APPLICANT AND OWNER 
 
I have completed the enclosed application and attached the items requested above. I have 
informed the owner of the project prior to obtaining his/her signature on this application. I have 
been adequately informed of the requirements of this grant (including eligible and ineligible 
activities) and the process for review of my application. 
 
I understand that the grant money will only apply for approved work that is completed in 
accordance with the information I have provided in this grant application. Additional work that 
may be done on site but that is not described in this application will not be reimbursed. 
 
I certified that I have not applied for this grant before. 
 
 
Applicant Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Applicant Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
Owners Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ______________ 
(Owners signature must be notarized) 
 
Owners Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ______________ 
(Owners signature must be notarized) 
 
 
FLORIDA 
MAIMI DADE COUNTY 
 
I, _____________________________, a Notary Public for said County and State, do hereby 

certify that ________________________________ personally appeared before me this day and 

acknowledge the due execution of the foregoing instrument. 

 

Witness my hand and official seal, this _______day of ______________________, 2011. 

 
    ________________________________________________ 
    Notary Public 
  
    My Commission Expires: ____________________________ 
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