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GENERAL INFORMATION 



 

 

              Distinguished Budget Award 

The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a Dis-

tinguished Budget Presentation Award to the City of Homestead, Florida for its annual budget for the fiscal 

year beginning October 1, 2013.  In order to receive this award, a government unit must public a budget 

document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as a operations guide, as a financial plan and 

as a communications device. 
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Guide for Readers  

The Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Annual Budget for the City of Homestead, Florida is 

intended to serve four purposes: 
 

 

Policy Guide As a Policy document, the budget serves to inform 

the reader about the organization and its policies. 

  

 

 

  

Financial Plan As a financial Plan, the budget details the costs 

associated with providing municipal services and 

how the services will be funded. 

 

 

 

  

  

Operations Guide As an operations guide, the budget details how 

departments and the General Fund are organized and 

how the services will be delivered to the community. 

  

 

 

 

  

Communication Device As a communication device, the budget provides 

summary information to aid the reader in interpreting 

the document through the use of text, tables and 

graphics. It also serves as a marketing instrument for 

prospective residents and future business owners.    
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City of Homestead Data 

Homestead, Florida, in Miami Dade County, is 17 miles SW of      

Kendall, Florida and 27 miles SW of Miami, Florida.  Itôs situated in 

the tip of Florida between Biscayne National Park and Everglades 

National Park.  It features a tropical climate.  The City is not situated 

along the coastline however it has been affected by hurricanes. 

It is bordered by the Homestead Joint Air Reserve Base.  The     

downtown area features numerous restored Mediterranean revival 

structures.  Homestead has an ethnically diverse population.  The   

region includes a flourishing agriculture industry.  

The city was incorporated in 1913.  The name was given when the Florida East Coast Railway exten-

sion was being extended to Key West.  The railroad tracks were being constructed in an area that al-

lowed homesteading.  Since the area did not have a name, the construction materials and supplies for 

the       railroad workers were delivered to ñHomestead Countryò, shortened to Homestead by the engi-

neers who mapped the area. In the early 1900ôs, agriculture, including winter vegetables and tropical 

fruits were transported all over the nation and were significant factors for the  local economy. * 

Homestead has a tropical climate similar to that  of Miami and the rest of the surrounding South Flori-

da metropolitan area.  Summers are hot and humid and high temperatures average between 87Á and 

89Á.  Winters are mild, but average cooler than nearby coastal areas.  Homestead has a wet season last-

ing from mid-May to early October. 

 

During the warm season, which lasts from the end of May to the beginning of October, there is a 61% 

average chance that precipitation will be observed at some point during a given day.  The average tem-

perature is between 75Á and 77Á.  Storm percentages are thunderstorms 74%, moderate rain 7%, light 

rain 19%. 

City of Homestead, Floridaï Proposed Budget FY 2014-2015                                Page 3 

During the cold season, which last from the beginning of Decem-

ber to the beginning of March, there is a 27%  average chance 

that precipitation will be observed at some point during a given 

day.  Storm percentages are light rain 61%, moderate rain 15%, 

thunderstorms 14% and drizzle 10%.  Snowfall has been recorded 

once at Homestead Air Force Base, on January 20, 1977, and 

marked the farthest south that snowfall has ever been reported in 

the contiguous United States. ** 

 * Source: citytowninfo.com/places/Florida/homestead  

**Source: weatherspark.com/averages 
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Month 

Average Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

High 75 77 78 83 86 88 89 89 88 86 82 78

Low 59 60 63 67 74 74 76 77 76 75 66 64

*Source: weatherspark.com/averages

Weather Data for Homestead*

City of Homestead Data 

City of Homestead Statistics ** 

The income per capita is 17,510, which includes all adults and children.  The median household in-

come is $40,728.  In 2013, the estimated population according to the census is 64,444.  There are 

4,071 people per square mile (population density).  

**http//edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/data/index.cfm, Ethnicity source: : http://

www.bestplaces.net/city/florida/homestead  
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City of Homestead Data 
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City of Homestead Data 

**http//www.bestplaces.net/people/city/florida/homestead 
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City of Homestead Data 

**http//www.bestplaces.net/people/city/florida/homestead, ***Source: City of Homestead, Development Services 

Department 
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Homestead's 15 principal employers***

Rank Employer

Total 

Employees

Percentage of 

Total City 

Employment

1 Homestead Hospital 1331 36.54%

2 City of Homestead 469 12.87%

3 Publix Supermarket 286 7.85%

4 Keys Gate Charter School 250 6.86%

5 BJ's Wholesale Club 183 5.02%

6 Signature Health Care 170 4.67%

7 Lowe's Home Center, Inc. 144 3.95%

8 Sonic Beach 60 1.65%

9 Sedano's Supermarket 125 3.43%

10 Homestead Manor 121 3.32%

11 Olive Garden Restaurant 118 3.24%

12 Kohl's Department Store 112 3.07%

13 Waterstone Charter School 87 2.39%

14 Walgreens 102 2.80%

15 Everglades Preparatory 85 2.33%

Total 3643 100.00%
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The City of Homestead is a full-service, self-sufficient city with a city owned and operated electric 

utility,  one of only 33 in the state and the only one in Miami-Dade County.  

 

Homestead Energy Services (HES) is the electric utility company for residents in the City of 

Homestead and some surrounding areas of unincorporated Miami-Dade County. The Utility 

provides services to approximately 22,700 customers; 20,000 residential, 2,700 commercial, 

industrial and city accounts.  The service territory encompasses approximately 14.5 square 

miles. 

 

In 2014, the utility provided its customers with 507,730 megawatt hours of energy and 

experienced a system peak of 101 megawatts.  Load resources include long term contracts, 

partial ownership in several generating units and the Gordon W. Ivey Power Plant. 

 

Homestead Energy Services is the recipient of the American Public Power Associationôs RP3 

Award.  The RP3 designation requires demonstration of proficiency in four key disciplines: 

reliability, safety, work force development and system improvement.  While less than 10% of the 

over 2,000 municipal utilities have achieved this designation, this is the second time Homestead 

Energy Services has received the award. 

 

The City owns and operates its own wastewater treatment plant servicing the Cityôs residents as 

well as the surrounding areas of unincorporated Miami Dade County.  Currently, the City serves 

21,299 customers; 19,956 residential, 1,306 commercial/industrial and 37 City accounts.  The 

Plant is permitted for 4.5 million gallons per day (MGD) on an annual rolling average, has a peak 

flow capacity of 12 MGD, and uses Sequential Batch Reactors for the wastewaterôs treatment.  

During the 2013/2014 fiscal year projects CP0085 and CP0327 for the necessary repairs and 

refurbishment to the filtering system were completed. 
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Miami Dade CollegeðHomestead Campus   

500 College Terrace 

Homestead, Florida 33030 

Colleges and Universities in 

Miami-Dade County: 

§  Miami Dade CollegeðHomestead 

§  Dade Medical CollegeðHomestead 

§  Barry University 

§  Florida International University 

§  University of Miami 

Public and Charter Schools near Homestead: 

High Schools 

§  Corporate Academy South 

§  Homestead Senior High School 

§  Key Gate Charter High School 

§  Maverick High School 

§  Medical Academy for Science & Technology 

§  Neva King Cooper Educational Center 

§  South Dade High School 

§  Everglades Preparatory Academy 

§  Somerset Academy Chapter High School 

§ Miami Arts Charter School 

Elementary & Middle Schools 

 

§  Advantage Academy of Math & Science  

        at  Summerville 

§  Air Base Elementary School 

§  ASPIRA South Leadership Charter School 

§  Avocado Elementary School 

§  Campbell Drive Elementary & Middle Schools 

§  Corporate Academy South 

§  Homestead Middle School 

§  Irving & Beatrice Peskoe Elementary School 

§  Keys Gate Charter School 

§  Laura C. Saunders Elementary School 

§  Leisure City K-8 Center 

§  Migrant Educational Center 

§  Redland Elementary & Middle Schools 

§  Redondo Elementary School 

§  Somerset Academy Charter Elementary & Middle 

Schools 

§  South Dade Middle School 

§T  he Charter School at Waterstone 

§  William A. Chapman Elementary School 

§  Everglades Preparatory Academy 

§  West Homestead Elementary 

Public and Charter Schools near Homestead 

(continued): 
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Private Schools in Homestead: 

High Schools 

§  Barrington Christian Academy 

§  Princeton Christian Academy 

§  Redland Christian Academy 

 

Elementary and Middle Schools 

§  Bethel Seventh Day Adventist 

§  Colonial Christian School 

§  Faith Fellowship School 

§  First Assembly Christian Academy 

§  First United Methodist Christian School 

§  Kingswood Montessori School 

§  Pathway Christian School 

§  Redland Christian Academy 

§  St. John Episcopal School 

Hospital/Medical Centers                                  

Near Homestead: 

§  Jackson South Community Hospital 

§  Baptist HospitalðKendall 

§  Doctors Hospital 

§  South Miami Hospital  

§  Larkin Community Hospital 

Homestead Hospital 

975 Baptist Way 

Homestead, Florida 33033 

Airports nearest to Homestead:  

 

§  Miami International Airport  

§  The Florida Keys Marathon Airport  

§  Key West International Airport 

§  Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport  

§  Homestead General Aviation  

§  Kendall-Tamiami Executive Airport  

 



























































































































































































































































































































































































http://www.investorwords.com/5185/upgrade.html
http://www.investorwords.com/273/asset.html
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/building.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employee





























